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Removing Blind End Bushings 

Removing blind end bushings can be a real 
challenge, even when you have a bushing puller. 
You might be missing the right gripper or the 
bushing could be a particularly tight fit. 

If you have a tap and die set, the tool for 
removing that bushing might just be staring you 

in the face. Mechanics have been removing 
blind bushings with taps for over 100 years. A 

simple tap can make what appears to be a tough 

job easy. 

You must choose the right size tap*. The thicker 
the bushing, the better your chances of finding a 
tap that will work. The tap must be wide enough 
to cut threads into the inside wall of the bushing 

but narrow enough not to cut through the bushing 
and into the housing. 

Carefully start the tap into the bushing and 
proceed to cut threads into the bushing. When 
the end of the tap reaches the bottom of the 
housing hole, the bushing will be forced out with 
continued turning. Most pullers do just as the 

name applies — they grab the bushing and pull it 
out. However the tap pushes the bushing by 
applying pressure against the threads you've just 
cut. Pushing is always easier than pulling. 

If the bushing is too thin to use a tap, you can 
sometimes peel away one side of the bushing 

using a cape chisel. Once you've done that, the 
bushing generally falls out with a hard rap. 

* Figures 1-3 show a common UT comm. 
end housing. The tap being used is 10mm x 
1.5. 
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Figure 2—Success! 
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